Ishtar, “The Maiden”
(Greater Goddess of Love and War)

Alignment: Neutral
Everyone is entitled to their own opinions. If you think that somebody is wrong, so be it. Point out their faults, but do not assume that they do not already know them for themselves. Love your enemies as well as your friends. Treat others as well as you expect to be treated yourself, and strive to maintain the status quo.

Description

You were born from the Sumerian goddess Inanna, another goddess of warriors and lovers, although she is far more jealous and cruel. You always appear as a beautiful woman, and wherever you walk a carpet of flowers and grass springs up behind you. Despite being a goddess of war, you engender life by your very existence and advocate war only when it furthers the cause of life.

More than anything, you value passion. Passion is what makes all beings in the multiverse come alive, and what makes things happen. Passions lead mortals to acts of Evil as well as Good, but that is fine – both Good and Evil have a special role to play in the multiverse, and both have a purpose and a right to exist. If there was no Evil, then there would be nothing for the Good to fight against, and the passion that you so value would be cheapened. It is important to you that there be a balance between Good and Evil.

My Worshippers

· Your worshippers tend to be those mortals who are the most passionate. You are favoured by lovers of all kinds, and smile on them and try to make their lives happy. After all, the more love there is on the mortal plane, the more that you will be worshipped.

· Warriors also beseech you with prayers and sacrifices. They wish to protect their homelands, to fight for justice, and to win their battles so that they might come home safely to their families. Such passion pleases you, and you reward your followers with your divine aid.

My Allies

· Anu – A Greater God of the sky, Anu is the leader of the Babylonian pantheon, and has used his powers to create many of the worlds upon which your mortal worshippers dwell.

· Nergal – Another Babylonian god, Nergal is a god of death and disease – not particularly pleasant aspects, but just as necessary as war is. Unfortunately, he has lost many of his worshippers to other death gods over the last few thousand years, and is now much weaker.

· Raphael – This Celestial Lord of Goodness is a guardian of many things that you consider important – such as healing, truth, knowledge, and love. You try to cooperate with him when he needs a favour done.
My Enemies

· Hecate – This Olympian goddess of magic is only an Intermediate goddess, and so little threat to you, but you resent the way in which she uses her feminine wiles to manipulate the male gods. She makes a mockery of love.

Recent Events

As a deity of War, you can sense that the force of Unlife is actually beginning to gain ascendancy over Life. Throughout the multiverse, Death is growing stronger. You have been unable to determine where this surge in the power of Death is coming from – and only a god could possibly hide himself from your own divine senses. If this continues, then life and love could be crushed forever.

· Anu has been expending his energies in the creation of a new world on the mortal plane. This world is to be named Eden. The Norse pantheon of gods was to assist Anu in the creation of Eden, but for some unknown reason Anu is calling for other gods to help him instead. Any god who helps Anu to create Eden will be able to populate this new world with mortals to worship them.

· Desires

· Rein in the power of Death that is spreading throughout the multiverse.

· Get revenge upon your enemy, Hecate, for mocking Love.

· Help poor Nergal regain some of his lost power, before he does something rash.

· Give birth to a demigod to strengthen the power of Love in the multiverse. You may need to search for an appropriate partner.
· Get yourself appointed as one of the gods of this new world, Eden.
· Make sure that your voice is heard, that you are not ignored or passed over.

· Form an alliance of Neutral gods, to protect your common interests.

· Ensure that whatever happens, neither Evil nor Good take complete control over the multiverse.

· Look out for the well-being of mortals, especially your own worshippers.

· Keep a close eye on the other Greater Gods. You know that they are up to something.

