Rilmani

What Are the Rilmani?

The Rilmani race are very rarely seen by non-Rilmani, and will almost never be found away from the Spire. The leaders of the Rilmani appear as three metre tall athletic humanoids with beatific features and metallic golden skin. Their eyes are too bright to look at directly, and an aura of power and patience surrounds their forms.

As creatures of Neutrality, the Rilmani keep the Balance. Whenever one side or the other gets too strong, they start aiding the disadvantaged until things even out. Sometimes their aid is direct, but more often than not Rilmani even things out by pointing others in the right direction and letting them solve their own problems. Of course, the Rilmani themselves aren’t entirely decided on the best way to address these issues but that’s another story.

Most Rilmani inhabit the region of the plane of Neutrality (the Outlands) that are closest to the Spire. This is the area where most or all magic is negated. It is also where the gods choose to meet, and the Rilmani encourage such meetings, for they preserve the Balance.

Why You Might Roleplay a Rilmani While Game Mastering

As a GM, it is your role to facilitate the actions of the players; to answer their questions and adjudicate their actions. Other, less obvious roles include giving direction (disguised as advice) to a player who seems lost, and to encourage roleplaying by interacting with the players as an NPC.

Some GMs like to have specific non-player character “personalities” to do this with, but sometimes this leads to GMs playing more than they game master! This is less likely to happen if the NPC is in the role of a patron or adviser. The Rilmani are a good choice for this kind of NPC. If a player needs direction, then one of the mysterious Rilmani can give that player “advice” – all in the name of preserving the Balance. This also adds to the background flavour of the freeform.
How to Roleplay the Rilmani

One word sums up the way in which Rilmani act: Patience. Rilmani observe events, and sometimes give advice to someone they wish to aid. They do not consider it their role to interfere in affairs personally, and only the most dangerous situations will make them change their policy. Should such an event occur, the Rilmani will be remorselessly cold in their duties.

