Nergal

(Lesser God of the underworld and the dead)

Alignment: Neutral Evil
Why care? After all, every being must die. Does it really matter when? Yes, there is pain, but that is only brief. Try to make the misery you feel lessen for yourself. Do not care what others think of you – it is not your problem. They are shallow, so why should you respect them? Don’t be afraid to do whatever you need to – the ends always justify the means. Make everything numb, and the hurt will go away.

Description

You are a brooding god who rules over things that are dead, Your visage once terrified millions of mortal souls – you are a dark-skinned god, with the head of a fierce lion and wings like those of a vulture. From your dark, gray city of black basalt, you plot ways to spread your doctrine and influence ever further. You have no special enmity for any other gods, except when their interests clash with your own. Of course, you once helped to murder the Sumerian god Enki in cold blood; your definition of “conflicting interests” is looser than most.

However, your influence has declined over thousands of years, and you are no longer feared and respected by humans throughout the mortal plane. Indeed, you are practically forgotten! Although you still have enough worshippers to retain the status of a Lesser God, you can feel them slowly slip away. Soon, you will become a mere demigod. And then, nothing at all.

The Olympian god of Death, Hades, has unfairly stolen your power from you. Not only has he seduced your worshippers away from you, he has taken an even greater treasure – your True Word. This word of power allowed you to accomplish things that other gods could only dream about; but as your status declined, you were no longer able to control the power of the True Word, and it slipped away from you. Hades stole your True Word, and now you can’t even remember what it was, or what it did.

My Worshippers

You once had many worshippers, but since Hades took your True Word you have had much fewer. In fact, you are on danger of being reduced to a demi-god. You were the only god of death until Hades appeared. Now, only secretive cults still worship you. 

My Allies

· Ishtar – This goddess of love and war is a fellow member of the Babylonian pantheon. Although you are no longer a Greater God like she is, she still treats you with respect. However, a distance has grown between the two of you. You certainly don’t wish to lose your last true ally.

My Enemies

· Anu – This Greater God is the leader of the Babylonian pantheon, but he has snubbed you since you lost most of your power. While you were a Greater God, Anu was your ally, but now that you’ve fallen on hard times, he no longer trusts you. You’ll show him…

· Hades – This god of death and wealth has been stealing worshippers from you for thousands of years. And whilst Hades has grown more and more powerful, you have weakened.

Recent Events

As a deity of Death, you can sense that the force of Unlife is actually beginning to gain ascendancy over Life. Throughout the multiverse, Death is growing stronger. You have been unable to determine where this surge in the power of Death is coming from – and only a god could possibly hide himself from your own divine senses. If this continues, then your kingdom shall become wealthy indeed.

Anu has been expending his energies in the creation of a new world on the mortal plane. This world is to be named Eden. The Norse pantheon of gods was to assist Anu in the creation of Eden, but for some unknown reason Anu is calling for other gods to help him instead. Any god who helps Anu to create Eden will be able to populate this new world with mortals to worship them. This may be a chance for you to create new worshippers to replace the ones you have lost.

Desires

· Get revenge upon Hades for usurping your position in the Lower Planes.

· Harness the power of Death that is spreading throughout the multiverse.

· Get yourself appointed as one of the gods of this new world, Eden.
· Find some way to regain your divine might, and become a Intermediate or even a Greater god.

· Make peace with Ishtar, who doesn’t seem to trust you any more.

· Sire a demigod to strengthen the power of Death and Disease.

· Acquire new allies to support and protect you if you decide to betray Anu.

· Form an alliance of Lesser Gods, to protect your common interests.

· Ensure that whatever happens, Good does not take a greater hold over the multiverse.

· Keep a close eye on the Heliopolitan gods, who are led by a Good-aligned death god named Osiris. You know that they are up to something.

· You once had a True Word. It made you a Greater God. Since it was taken from you, you have forgotten it. Getting it back would make you a Greater God again!

The True Words

In the Beginning, before all else, there was the First Word, and it was Good. Once spoken, all began. The Demi-urge spoke the True Words and formed the Multiverse. Thus the will of the Supreme Being was done. 

The Demi-urge, now named Io in Creation, gave the Words to the First Gods. Over time, as some First Gods have died, the True Words have been passed on. No one remembers the First Word, nor knows who has it. 

At the end of all things, the Last Word will be spoken, and the Multiverse will cease to be.

